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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Kenny Jerrold 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [5.31 pm]:  I rise tonight with a degree of sadness to note the 
passing of Kenny Jerrold, a senior Yindjibarndi elder who was unfortunately killed in a motor vehicle accident 
yesterday.  The accident involved his vehicle and a road train at the turn off to the Cheeditha community just 
outside Roebourne.  A number of people were in the vehicle.  Most escaped injury.  One child remains in a 
coma.  I have met with Kenny on a number of occasions and more recently over Burrup related issues, for I had 
pleasure in his company and in his wisdom.  His wisdom, stature and knowledge will be a sad loss to the Pilbara 
community.   

I am angry that this sad loss of life may have happened because of the failure of authorities to provide a speed 
limit consistent with the entrance to an Aboriginal community.  This community exists on the crest of a bend on 
a stretch of road covered not by the speed limits of the adjacent town of Roebourne but only by the limitations of 
the open road.  It is an extremely difficult entrance for anybody who wishes to make that turn.   

Again, I note the passing of a dear man, Kenny Jerrold. 

Minister for Education and Training, Answers to Questions 

HON ALAN CADBY (North Metropolitan) [5.33 pm]:  I wish to respond to the Leader of the House because it 
is important that he have the background to this issue before he makes a comment.  Hon Barbara Scott and I 
have asked Minister Carpenter a number of questions over the past four weeks.  We know the difference between 
the type of questions that require time to consider and those that do not require a considerable time to consider.  
We have both received the same answer; that the minister has insufficient time to answer the questions.  Four 
weeks ago I sent the minister three questions on policy.  I actually sent them to him in the first week of a two-
week recess.  When I asked one of the questions on the following Tuesday, the answers were not here.  I raced 
off to find out what had happened and the minister said he did not have time to sign them off.  I gave 
considerable notice of those questions.  I expected the minister to respond in a way that a minister is supposed to 
respond.  At the moment the minister is under a bit of pressure from teachers, but he still has a responsibility to 
Parliament.  He should lift his game.  If he cannot cope, he should get out.  Today or yesterday I asked a simple 
question about the number of students involved in the Vacswim program for the past four years.  That question 
was sent to the minister last Friday.  Friday, Monday and Tuesday should have been sufficient time to enable his 
staff to obtain that answer, but the answer was not forthcoming.  

Hon Ken Travers:  You should have put it on notice. 

Hon ALAN CADBY:  The honourable member should shut up. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!   

Hon ALAN CADBY:  If I ask a question that needs a detailed answer, I give it on notice.  The parliamentary 
secretary knows that because he has received several from me recently. 

Hon Ken Travers:  You wanted four years worth of research. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  The parliamentary secretary may wish to receive the call shortly.  If he has 
already exercised his right to speak, he will not receive that call. 

Hon ALAN CADBY:  Thank you, Mr President.  I have asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure a number of questions on notice because I knew it would take a long time to answer 
those questions.  Hon Ken Travers does not know the questions I have asked the Minister for Education and 
Training.  Once again he is spouting his mouth off when he knows nothing about the questions I have been 
asking. 

First, the Leader of the House should check that members are receiving the service that they deserve, and that 
their electorates deserve.  We are asking questions not for ourselves but on behalf of the electorate.  Secondly, 
the leader should talk to his ministerial colleague Hon Alan Carpenter and suggest that if he cannot handle 
simple questions asked in this place, maybe it is time for somebody else to take over, somebody with a real 
interest in education who is prepared to tackle the serious problems facing young people in this day and age. 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.37 pm]:  I rise to support what my colleague Hon Alan 
Cadby said about his dismay and disappointment following the reaction from the Minister for Education and 
Training or his department.  On 24 October I asked the minister about the number of straight kindergarten 
classes containing in excess of 20 children.  I was told there were 63.  I also asked about the total number of 
children in excess.  I do not have that number, but I think it was 1 378.  This Minister for Education and Training 
was able to advise the number of classes that exceeded 20 children and the number of children by which those 
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classes were exceeded.  Two weeks later I asked the minister to name the schools in which those classes 
exceeded 20 children.  I expected the minister’s office or the department to have the list of the 63 schools that 
were found two weeks ago to contain more than 20 children in a kindergarten class, and that the information 
would be supplied by way of an answer.  The second part of my question related to teachers’ qualifications.  I 
expected that information to be recorded in Department of Education and Training records.  The Minister for 
Education and Training is being very devious in a week when teachers are under stress.  Parents have a right to 
know which classes are exceeding the optimum level - that is, no kindergarten class in this State should exceed 
20 children.  I have been told the number of children involved and that 63 classes exceed 20 children.  Surely 
that is not too much to ask the Minister for Education and Training.  The list of schools must be available.   

I say to the Leader of the House that I do not believe I am being unreasonable.  I will put the question in two 
parts tomorrow and wait for an answer.  It is a reasonable question.  The Minister for Education and Training’s 
office gave me the number of 63 classes two weeks ago.  Surely now he can advise the number of children in 
each class.  The figure must have been available two weeks ago.  I suggest that the minister is trying to hide 
something this week when conciliation talks will proceed on teachers’ pay claims.  The parents of this State have 
every right to know whether their children are being delivered appropriate early childhood programs.  They must 
be delivered in small classes otherwise the children might as well be babysat somewhere else.  If any teacher is 
required to cope with more than 20 three-year-olds, we cannot expect sound early childhood education to take 
place.  That is my interest in seeking the information.  It is a valid reason for seeking information from the 
minister.  I want to tell my constituents and send a message to teachers that 63 kindergarten classes have an 
excessive number of children.  What sort of early childhood programs are being delivered to those classes?   

We heard the Premier say that the Government has drawn a line in the sand and will do something long term 
because long term means a commitment to early intervention.  This Government is not committed to early 
educational intervention if it continues to allow early childhood class sizes to exceed acceptable numbers.  It is 
not good enough for the minister to answer my question by saying that the teachers have agreed to work with 
those classes because the schools do not want to restructure upper-level classes.  That is utter nonsense.  No 
person involved in early childhood education in this country or internationally would accept that early childhood 
programs should ever become like watered-down grade 1 programs or baby-sitting periods.  That is all teachers 
can provide when class numbers are in excess of 20; although the optimum number is lower than that.  The 
development of children’s language; assessing whether they can see, hear and speak; learning through play to 
negotiate; and the basic elements of literacy and numeracy are part of an informal program.  We cannot conduct 
informal programs with little children in crowded classrooms.  
This Government must tell the truth about this issue and admit that either it does not have the funding to provide 
extra classrooms or it does not have the commitment to provide extra teachers.  I am interested to know what 
additional teacher time is being allocated to kindergarten classes.  How would they be managed in a school?  
What sort of teacher can be taken from another classroom to assist a kindergarten teacher?  It is not good enough 
to tell me, in response to my question of 24 October about class sizes for kindergartens, that when classroom 
numbers exceed 20 additional assistance will be provided.  What sort of training do the assistants have?  No-one 
who has anything to do with education would agree that assistants can prepare programs to the same standard 
that qualified teachers prepare them, especially specialist programs required for early childhood education.  That 
is not on.  

The Minister for Education and Training is getting away with deceiving this Parliament and therefore deceiving 
the public of Western Australia by not providing adequate answers to questions.  I am determined to get those 
answers so that the information can go on the record and out to the public of Western Australia.  This 
Government has no commitment to long-term intervention with little children.  The member opposite is shaking 
his head.  What would he know about the impact of 24 three-year-olds in a small classroom all day?   
Hon Paddy Embry:  Have these classes been overcrowded all year?  We are almost at the end of the year. 
Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  Well, exactly.  I asked the question on 24 October and I was given information for 
that date.  I also asked the question on 3 June during the Estimates Committee and was told a different figure.  
This Government says it has a commitment to early intervention but if it is not putting quality early childhood 
programs in place, I should tell all parents in Western Australia that they may as well withdraw their children.  
Some members of this place have dealt with two or three four-year-olds.  What sort of quality program do they 
expect can be delivered in a classroom of 24 children aged three and a half years?  It is a nonsense; it is an 
infringement of children’s rights to good early childhood education.  It is not good enough for anyone, especially 
the Minister for Education and Training, to suggest - as has been suggested - that the Government has dealt with 
early childhood and put programs in place.  I will keep reminding this Government and Parliament that quantity 
will never replace quality.  We must ensure that the quality of programs for early childhood education is 
maintained.  For example, if I break my knee, I will not visit my gynaecologist to get it fixed.  Likewise, early 
childhood programs must be delivered by appropriately trained people who understand child development.  It is 
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not good enough for the minister to tell me that he will draw in a couple of extra assistants to help teachers.  
What will they do?  I have assisted in programs for 10 years while my four children went through kindergarten.  
I was a trained teacher but I was not qualified to deliver the program of the kindergarten-trained person.  
However, I was able to do some things and observe my children. 
This Government must wake up.  There is no point in looking at the effects of offending youth and juveniles if it 
does not fix the problems early.  This is one of the critical things: smaller class sizes in the early years.  It is 
something that this Government promised to put in place in 2003.  It said that every class from preprimary to 
year 3 would have a maximum of 24 children and that no kindergarten class would have more than 20 children.  
I will take this matter further once I have the information from the minister.  I feel very offended for the children 
and parents of this State, not for myself.  It is arrogant and dismissive and shows no regard for sound early 
childhood programs if the minister will not let me know which classes are too large. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.47 pm]:  Hon Barbara Scott has just used some 
very strong language concerning the Minister for Education and Training.  Indeed, she has accused him of 
deceiving the Parliament.  That is extremely strong language and a very serious accusation to make of a minister 
of the Crown.  There are statistics around that clearly show the record of the Gallop Government in reducing 
class sizes in its first three years in office.  Considering the record of the Liberal Government over its last eight 
years in office - prior to the election of the Gallop Government - on class sizes and its appalling record of year 
12 retention rates, when the member talks about deceiving this place she should be extremely careful to 
remember the saying about people who live in glass houses.  I look forward to presenting the figures, but I am 
deeply offended that the member would describe someone of the quality and dedication of the Minister for 
Education and Training as a man who would deceive this place.  I think it is a terrible thing to say about a 
minister who has done his job with great dignity and great skill.  He is, without doubt, the best Minister for 
Education and Training that this State has had in living memory.  For the member to say something like that 
about Alan Carpenter disappoints me.   

Legislative Council, 2004 Sittings 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Members of the House may be aware that a range of discussions are ongoing concerning 
sitting arrangements for 2004, including a discussion about whether the current sessional order should be 
maintained and, if so, to what extent that should reflect the current arrangements.  I do not wish to prejudice in 
any way future discussion and debate about such a proposition if the House is to entertain the notion of the 
sessional order being adopted next year.  I intend to hold discussions regarding this matter with all parties in the 
near future.  Indeed, I have already had preliminary discussions with the Leader of the Opposition and my own 
Caucus colleagues with regard to 2004.  An alternative to bilateral discussions would be to have a meeting with 
the House Management Committee, and I will be happy to convene such a meeting if that is the wish of all 
parties.  I make these points purely for members’ information.  If we can establish a consensus about sitting 
arrangements for 2004, it will assist the House and members in the timely finalisation of sitting dates for next 
year.  

Engagement of Erinna Ford to Sean Murray 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.50 pm]:  I rise tonight on the request of my daughter.  Those 
members who have children will understand that it is difficult to resist these sorts of requests.   

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  May I say we offer you our congratulations.   

Hon JON FORD:  My wife, Taryn, and I are proud to announce the engagement of our daughter Erinna to Sean 
Nicholas Murray, the son of Judith Mary Murray and James Ian Murray, who are long time farmers in Western 
Australia, having been based in Northam for the past 20 years.  We wish Erinna and Sean all the best in their 
future lives together.   

Members:  Hear, hear!  

House adjourned at 5.51 pm 

__________ 
 
 


